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Service of the Word – Easter Day 
April 4, 2021 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA 

 

PRELUDE: Christ Is Alive! – arr. J. Wayne Kerr 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING SONG: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
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GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you 

delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from Acts. 

 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who 

fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did 

both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

ANTHEM: The Chief Cornerstone – arr. Bradley Ellingboe  
Brynn Scozzari and Evan Odson, soloists 

 

The stone that builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

 

The guards outside the tomb could not contain his might. 

Christ broke the seal of death and rose into the light. 

 

The devil and his lies, the world, the flesh and sin, 

cannot defeat Christ now nor hedge his victory in. 

 

As he was raised from stone we will also will be raised 

to join the heavenly hosts before the throne of grace. 

 

So sing, angelic choirs, O hosts of heaven sing! 

Break forth, O earth, in song and praise your Lord and King! 

- text Gracia Grindal 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 

which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 

you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and 

that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of 

all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been 

in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they 

might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 

tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When 

they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, 

they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do 

not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there 

is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they 

said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P Joined with Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. I invite you profess 

your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize.   

  

P Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C We do. 

  

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

   

P You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 

baptism: 

   to live among God’s faithful people, 

   to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 

   to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

   to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

   and to strive for Justice and peace in all the earth? 

C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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P Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 

you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and 

your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus 

Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your  

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  

 now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 

answer in steadfast love. 

 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of your love that is stronger 

than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to blossom and flourish; 

use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have made. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw together people of all 

nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused, those who are 

sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve. Attend to the needs of those we name before you now… 

Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your beloved in baptism. 

Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join with all who have gone 

before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

O God of justice and love,  

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious God,  

we pray for your guidance as we live out our callings in a world still in the grips of a pandemic.  

Give your peace to those who grieve the loss of loved ones.  

Give your strength to those who suffer illness.  

Give your presence to those who remain isolated.  

Give your healing skill to those who provide medical care.  

Give your wisdom to local and world leaders. 

Help us to remain patient and hopeful in the days and weeks ahead. While we follow an unfamiliar path, remind us that 

you are with us always. Grant us courage to persevere, serving you as we serve others in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

 

 

BLESSING  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen 
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SENDING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace, loving God and loving your neighbor. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today – text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3, tr. J. Walsh, Charles Wesley, st. 4; music: EASTER  

HYMN, J. Walsh. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  

© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. 

Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! – text: John S. B. Monsell; music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker. 

“Prayer for Our Time” is from Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus,  

© 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

God Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! – text: Cyril A. Alington; music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius. Text ©  

1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission, ONE 

LICENSE, License #A-729546. 
 


